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Sociology 2111 WA

Perspectives in Social Thought

Winter 2008
Professor: Sharon-dale Stone
Teaching Assistant: Lyndsay Grant

Office: RB2038
Email: lgrant1@lakeheadu.ca

Phone: 343-8530

Email: sdstone@lakeheadu.ca

CLASS TIMES: Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00-2:30, RB2026

COURSE FORMAT:  Lecture-based course with class discussion of material.

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course focuses on the theoretical perspectives of symbolic interactionism and social constructionism. Students will gain an understanding of the significance of these perspectives on social reality and how they allow us to analyze (make sense of) social life, and will learn how to apply them to analyze their own social realities and how they are constructed.

Course goals include the following:

· provide students with the tools to understand how we create and maintain our social worlds through interaction with each other;

· encourage students to bring a critical sociological perspective to bear on understanding their own social worlds; and

· foster the development of crucial academic skills including the ability to think critically, marshall and defend arguments, and clearly express oneself in writing.

EVALUATION:
	
	Weight

	3 in-class tests (Jan. 28, Feb. 25, Mar. 17), each worth 15%
	45%

	5 conceptual issues papers, 2-3 pp. each (each worth 5%, due Jan. 21, Feb. 11, Mar. 3, Mar. 26, and Apr. 7; details to be discussed in class)
	25%

	Participation in class discussions
	10%

	Final exam during end of term exam period
	20%


REQUIRED TEXT:
Jodi O’Brien, The Production of Reality, 4th Edition. Pine Forge Press, 2006.

DETAILED COURSE SCHEDULE: 
	Week
	  Date  
	Readings (to be done BEFORE class)

	1
	Jan 7
	Introduction

	
	Jan 9
	What is Real?

O’Brien, pp 2-9

Truth, Objectivity, and Agreement, pp 36-39

	2
	Jan 14-16
	Making Distinctions
Islands of Meaning, pp 12-22

	3
	Jan 21
	Conceptual paper #1 due

	
	Jan 21-23
	Symbolic Interactionism
O’Brien, pp 44-62

	4
	Jan 28
	In-class test #1

	
	Jan 30
	Symbols and Symbolic Meaning
O’Brien, pp 64-69

That Powerful Drop, p 84

A Clue to the Nature of Man, pp 84-86

	5
	Feb 4-6
	Language

O’Brien, pp 69-82

Metaphors We Live By, pp 103-114

Pills and Power Tools, pp 115-119

Recommended: Racism in the English Language, pp 119-126

	6
	Feb. 11
	Conceptual paper #2 due

	
	Feb 11-13
	Negotiating Meaning
O’Brien, pp 128-139

Becoming a Marijuana User, pp 140-148

The Managed Heart, pp 194-199

	
	Feb 18-20
	Study Week

	7
	Feb 25
	In-class test #2

	
	Feb 27
	The Social Self

O’Brien, pp 236-243

Recommended: The Self, the I, and the Me; Looking-Glass Self, pp 250-257

	8
	Mar 3
	Conceptual paper #3 due

	
	Mar 3-5
	Reference Groups
O’Brien, pp 244-248

Reference Groups as Perspectives, pp 257-262

Girls, Media, and the Negotiation of Sexuality, pp 264-276

	9
	Mar 10-12
	Self-Presentation in Interaction
Identity Construction and Self-Presentation on Personal Homepages, pp 310-319

Body Troubles, pp 320-332

	10
	Mar 17
	In-class test #3

	
	Mar 19
	Building and Breaching Reality
O’Brien, pp 334-345

	11
	Mar 26
	Conceptual paper #4 due

	
	Mar 26
	Self-Fulfilling Prophecies
O’Brien, pp 345-352

Self-Fulfilling Prophecies, p 382-394

When Belief Creates Reality, pp 395-399

	12
	Mar 31-Apr 2
	Boundaries and Contradictions
O’Brien, pp 426-443

Talking Back, pp 507-510

	
	Apr 7

(makeup class for Easter Mon.)
	Conceptual paper # 5 due

	
	
	Course Wrap-Up
O’Brien, pp 511-518


ASSIGNMENTS

Participation in class discussions:

Readings should be understood as raising issues and offering perspectives, rather than understood as representing the final word on anything. Considerable class time will devoted to the in-depth discussion and debate of concepts and issues raised in readings.

Obviously you need to attend class to earn your class participation mark, but attendance alone will not allow you to earn marks. Participation in class discussions is a way for you to gain understanding of issues raised in the readings and lectures. Students are expected to contribute to every class discussion. Thus, you need to read and think about the required readings so that you will be prepared to discuss them in class. Your class participation mark will reflect the degree of thoughtful and critical reflection shown by you as you engage with course material.

Conceptual Issues Papers:

Papers are to be emailed to BOTH sdstone@lakeheadu.ca and lgrant1@lakeheadu.ca. In all cases, they are due by 4:00 p.m. on the due date.

Conceptual Issues Paper #1 – Due Jan. 21

Explain the concept of intersubjectivity and why this concept is important for understanding how people are able to engage in social interaction. Use one or two examples to illustrate your understanding of what constitutes intersubjectivity, and use at least one example of what happens when intersubjectivity does not exist.

Conceptual Issues Paper #2 – Due Feb. 11

What do symbolic interactionists mean when they say that all meaning is relative, and why do they say this? Use one or two examples to illustrate your understanding.

Conceptual Issues Paper #3 – Due Mar. 3

What is an interaction ritual and what is it’s significance in terms of creating social reality? Use one or two examples to illustrate your understanding.

Conceptual Issues Paper #4 – Due Mar. 26

What is a reference group and what is the significance of the reference group for people’s understanding why people behave as they do? Use one or two examples to illustrate your understanding.

Conceptual Issues Paper #5 – Due Apr. 7

What does it mean to say reality is a social construct? Use one or two examples to illustrate your understanding.

Guidelines For All Written Work

· in the interests of saving paper, submit conceptual issues papers by email

· conceptual issues papers must be 2-3 pages each (typed, double-spaced, with margins at least 1” on all sides, failure to respect this length requirement will result in a reduced grade

· do not use a font size that is unusually small or unusually large (Times New Roman 12 or Arial 11 are preferred fonts and sizes)

· do NOT include a cover page, but write your name at the top of the first page

· give your paper a title, such as ‘Conceptual Issues Paper #1,’ or ‘The Concept of Intersubjectivity”

· number your pages

· write in essay form, not point form

· it is not necessary to cite sources other than the course text and lecture notes

· it is acceptable to write in the first person

· proofread your paper for spelling, grammar, and general coherence (it can be very helpful to read it out loud), to ensure that there are no errors

· plagiarized work (see below) will result in a grade of 0, so be sure to properly credit your sources

· hand in your work on time – late papers will not be accepted and you will be assigned a grade of 0

· failure to follow any of these requirements will result in the deduction of marks

Helpful Hints for Writing a Conceptual Issues Paper

1) Provide an introduction to your paper in which you state fairly briefly yet precisely what the objective of your paper is, and how you intend to achieve it. You should start your paper with something like "The following paper is an attempt to...".

2) In the body of your paper, you must address your stated objective and develop an explanation. This represents the bulk of your paper. 

3) Provide a brief conclusion to your paper in which you simply provide a summary of your paper's main points. Do not add anything new.

Plagiarism Defined

1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting.

2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

